
challenge of maintaining even basic services in a 
rural county in which there are ever fewer taxpayers 
to tax. Or consider the population of the entire state 
of Florida, which was still growing in 2010, but at 
the slowest annual rate seen in three decades. That 
gearing down of population growth is expected to 
influence everything from housing starts to job cre-
ation to state and local tax collections.13

How might sociodemographics be related to, 
say, your tuition bill? Consider the age distribu-
tion of a state’s population, from young to old. 
There is less demand for college education 
among those older than 65 than there is among 
those in the traditional undergraduate demo-
graphic of 18 to 24. Given this, states with higher 
percentages of their populations in older age 
groups face a different set of education policy 
pressures than those with higher concentrations 

in younger groups. States with large aging popu-
lations are likely to face less demand for higher 
education spending and more demand for public 
programs that address the needs of the elderly, 
such as access to health care. Why do some states 
provide more support to higher education than 
others? At least a partial answer to this question 
is that different sociodemographics create differ-
ent demands for higher education.

Study Map 1-1 for a moment. Believe it or not, 
you are actually looking at the United States. The 
reason the states look so strange is that this is a 
special kind of map called a cartogram. Instead of 
using actual geographical space to determine the 
size of a particular area represented in the map—
the number of square miles in each state, for 
instance—cartograms use other variables to deter-
mine how size is represented. This cartogram 
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Population by State, 2010

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Statistical Abstract of the United States, 2012 (Washington, DC: U.S. Census Bureau, 2012), “Table 16. Resident Population 
by Age and State: 2010,” 21, www.census.gov/prod/2011pubs/12statab/pop.pdf.
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